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HISTORY

The blood limes of the Tennessee Walking Horse
reprosemt most of the breeds and families of hors-
5 known to early America amd Camsda. Shorily
alter 1790 when Tennessee was permanently sel-
tled by immigrants, these individual bloodlines
came 0 the central portion of Tennessce where
the slow process of unification began. History
diselases that it is the purpose for which a horse
is insended that begets a breed”. And therefore,
for 1ke reason of utility, the Tennessee Walking
Horse evolved. The people wha carcfislly devel-
oped the breeding patierns which resulied in the
Walking Hoese were mod teained gemelicists but
farmers endowed with determination. proficiency
and patience. The Walking Horse bears the blood
of four distinet breeds: the Thoraughbred.
Stamdardbred. American Saddle Horse and the
Morgan. With exception of the Thoroughbred,
behind these distinel Breeds is the influ 1]
blood of the Narragansent and Canadian Pacer.
This horse was first used for riding, driving and
farm wark and has losg been sssociated closely
with man,

As stated in the ‘Echo of Hoofbeats' Dr. Bob
Womack claims that “there is quite an irony in the
fact that pleasure Walking Horses are making an
impact cn Canadian horse stock, since it was from
Canada that the breed receive major thrust,
Without exceptian, autharities an Walking Horses
have attribused this horse®s evemtual development
1o the Canadian Pacer”
The Tennessee Walking Horse is reputed for its
gentle disposition and kindly manser and 1o this
day continues 10 demonstrate itself as one of the
maost versatile horses anywhere. The disciplines it
Mhn at include pleasure, endurance asd trail rid-

Plantation equitation; fiekd dog
sitde-saddle: thus truly distinguishing it as:

“A HORSE FOR ALL REASONS™



ESSEE WALKING HORSE
‘A Horse for all Reasons™

“This mesmber of the light beeeds of the cquine: family is no mystery harse nor is ther: anything of magic or difficulty
in usderstanding his makeup. However, the agrecahle resperament of the Tenncssee Walking Horse, tagether with
the smocth and casy gaits he performs. has caused hin to be of great woeder and subscquently in much demand.

“The Tennessee Walking Hoese is oee of man's grandest achicvements in all the centurics of selective breeding of
horses. The matural gaits of this borse. cspocially his running walk and canter. have to be one f the mos pleasant
riding experiences ever encounsesed, This horse is a triumph of seloctive breoding asd will always be rencwned for
it ability to provide a comfortable ground-covering ride hat ane can sit all day wilh case.

CONFORMATION
The Tennessee Walking Horse is generally well-boned, deep-chested and sh pled giving an aver
all impression of balance with legs, neck, back and head in proportion 1o the size and shape of the body.
Greater angulation of the hind legs, which is not seen in other breeds, is accepiable. They are often
noted 10 be sickle hocked because they are designed o mave well under themselves. Their head should
have an intelligent look. be well shaped, have aler eyes. o tapered muzzle and pointed cars that are
clean looking and wide set. Their hooves are in proportion to the size of the horse. The maruse harse
may range in size from 14.2 10 16.2 hands high with some horses being slightly over or under.

COLOR

The Walkirg Horse has no limitation ax o color or markings. The nryriad of cost cobors include black, bay, ras.
palosnine, buckskin, dun, chestoul, sarrel, grey. avern, tobianc, champagne and sabina.



MOVEMENT

It is ypical of Tennessee Walking Horse 1o
move siraight, placing his feet in line without
winging or weavieg in motion. There should be
no pace, wobble of sway. Most horses demon-
strate & lot of shoulder motion and a good horse
resches out with fore feet and pushes powerfully
with hind legs. His general appearance will be
that of strength and looseness. When good
cadence is achieved in the famous “running walk”,
the Walking Horse will densonsirate other features
such as the elicking of tecth, Mopping of ears, a
shythmic head wod amd a slight lifting of the tail.
=If i fsn'e modding. it isn’t walking™ is a distine-
tion known to be very true of the Tennessee
Walking Horse.

THE GAITS

The Tenmessee Walking Horse is a mulii-gaited
horse although it is noted for three exceptional
gaits: the Mt walk, the renming walk (1he predom-
inamt feature) and the high, smooth rocking-chair
canter. Both *Walking gaits® are 3 1-2-3-4 beat
with the borse's feet hiting the ground separately
at regalar intervals {left fore, right rear, right fore.
and them keft rear). The predominant nanning walk
and wnique rocking-chair canter is inherited and it
is unlikely that these gaits can be taught 1o any
other breed.

In doing the running walk, mest Walking Horses
over-reach. That is to say, they over-stride amd
place the hind foot ahead of the primt of the fore
foot. A specific length of over-reach is not noces-
sary to a good gait but some is desirable. In the
running walk, speeds of 6% mph (10-15 keh) can
be maintained over considerable distance. The
runming walk resulls in & smooth gliding motion
allowing the horse 1o cover great distasces with &
mininum expenditare of energy.



THE REGISTRY

istry of the Tenncssce Walking
the enly sanctioned purcbred
Tenncssce Walking Horse Regisery in Canada, The
issuing of Certificates of Registration and transfers ks
managed by the independent arganization, the
Canadian Livestock Reconds Corparation (CLRC).
The CLRC operates under the auspices of the
Camadisn Gaovemament’s Depariment of Agriculture.
Residents and citizens of coantrics other than Canada
can be members and register their harses with the
CRTWHL Horses registered with other registrics can
B e Rl T i Registry of the
Temmessce Walking Horse. Please contact the Registry
for more informathon, The Registry can be reached
hrough fi's WEB site at hitpifwww.criwh.ca or by
comtacting the secretary ol secretary @ criwh.ca. Our
‘mailing address is PO. Box 246, Postal Station "M,
Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2P 2H9.
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