


Respect the Past to Protect the Future 
  

By Dianne Little 
 

In 1981, a high school friendôs husband purchased a 

Tennessee Walking Horse to use in field trials.  She 

invited me to take riding lessons with her.  At the first 

lesson, my motherôs warnings of getting hurt 

overrode all my feelings of joy and I spent the lesson 

terrified. The idea of picking up those feet was a 

mental as well as physical challenge.  I was relieved 

when the first lesson was over and was not sure I 

would return.  
 

 But return I did.  There is no doubt that the passion 

and patience of the instructor, the atmosphere at the 

barn, and my stubbornness were the deciding factors 

in my decision.  The dream overrode the terror.  The 

influence of Helen B. Williamson, owner of 

Westridge Farms and Diane Sept the trainer and 

instructor injected me with their love for the 

Tennessee Walking Horse.  Within four months I 

purchased a Tennessee Walking Horse and brought 

him to board at Westridge Farms.  From that day 

forward, my life was entwined with that of Helen and 

Diane.  This journey continues today even though 

Helen is deceased and Diane lives in the United 

States.   
 

In 1981, Helen Williamson, Claudia and Hilton Hack, 

Marlin and Henry Matechuk, Diane Sept, Larry 

Malick, Sue Marsland and Doris Long  founded the 

Canadian Walking Horse Association.  The new 

Association was incorporated under the Animal 

Pedigree Act.  In accordance with the Act, the 

Association became the representative of the 

Tennessee Walking Horse in Canada and was 

responsible for registering purebred Tennessee 

Walking Horses in Canada.  Today, this Association 

is the Canadian Registry of the Tennessee Walking 

Horse.  It was through the example of, and 

encouragement from, Helen that I became involved 

and joined the Board in 1984.     
 

Helen Williamson was an unique individual.  Her 

love of the TWH and of all things equine was evident.  

Her passion for the ethical treatment of all animals 

was well known in the horse world.   I was privileged 

to ride weekday mornings, arriving in time for coffee 

or tea and discussion of all things equine.  No subject 

was too hot as we were anxious to express our 

perspectives.  I was challenged and invigorated to 

move forward in my journey.   
 

Helen was a woman of vision.  She recognized that 

the future was rooted in the past, and growth would 

depend upon the lessons learned from the past.  Not 

only did Helen recognize the problems of the TWH in 

the United States, but she actively fought to ensure 

that the TWH in Canada would not face the same 

levels of abuse.  Helen was a breeder and stood two 

stallions:  Go Shadow Go bred by Pearl Tompkins of 

Montana and Shakerôs Royal Heir imported in utero.  

Not everyone would agree with Helenôs breeding 

decisions, but everyone respected her dedication to 

improve the breed.   

Frozen Semen has been used with cattle for over 100 

years, but was introduced into the equine world about 

50 years ago. When Helen became aware that semen 

could be successfully frozen, she investigated and 

decided to collect and freeze from both stallions.  

There were and continue to be problems associated 

with frozen semen:  not all stallions have semen that 

will freeze successfully, conceptions rates for AI with 

frozen semen are a little lower, the process to freeze 

semen is expensive, and there is an ongoing cost of 

storing the semen.  In 1981 most registries would not 

register foals from frozen semen or AI out of herd.    
 

None of these factors deterred Helen ï she believed in 

the genetics at Westridge Farms and believed they 

should be kept for 

future use.   Semen was 

collected from both 

stallions in 1981 and 

1984.   About the same 

time, Dr. Taylor of 

Montana collected 

semen from Shadow 

Mountain and Prideôs 

Black Shadow.  Rick 

Weis of Montana 

currently has this 

semen in his 

Pearl Helen 

Go Shadow Go  


