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McDONALD FARMS

TENNESSEE WALKING HORSES

www.pris.be.ca/medonaldfarms

Phone (250)782-7962 Email medeieio@pris.ca
Box 388, Pouce Coupe, B.C. VOC 2C0

Quality stock for sale at all times

Standing At Stud:
DRESSED FOR SUCCESS - Black/white tobiano above)
(Paint the Town x Jul’s Dream)

CANADIAN SHAKER - Black
Go Boy's Crown Royal x Handshaker’s Candy §.)
MISTY DARK DELITE - Black
(L.H. Sur Me Big x Doll O’ the Mist)
And introducing for a limited book in 2008:

SUNNY’S GREATEST GLORY - Flax chestnut
(Tsuniah’s Sunny Delight x Barker’s Greater Glory)

Also standing for May and June:

UPHILL HEIR TRIGGER - Golden Palomino (below)

of the *TRIGGER JR’ line. Double registered, DNA recorded.
15 hh, with a quiet disposition that he’s passing on to his foals.

(For more info on Heir Trigger, call Marjorie (@ Uphill Farm 780-723-2547)

S ky lite o it Gost

Breeding for

Natural gait, sound conformation,
and pleasing temperament.
B e

For Sale & At Stud
until sold:
SKYLINE'S
REYGULUS
2006 colt, right.
(Generator's Diamond
x Justa Majorette)
A perfect blend
of the modern and
old TWH lines!
(Pride's Generator
and Midnight Sun).
Achieved Bronze vk bd o |
Awardin CRIWH 5 & T Rl
Program For Excel- & G : e L IO RN e A BT T
lence (highest award &,ﬁ‘g —— S— WA BER
eligible for to date).  Bred right - trained right - for trail or show.
To achieve this All sales covered by a written contract and guarantee

award, a horse must . .
demonstrate proper Also standing: TROUBLE'S GOLD SUN, palomino.
sire of 2 of top 5 foals at 2004 Canadian Futurity.

gait and excellent : .
confatination. Tidas Sires gait AND color!

pendent judge's com- Visit our web site: www.skylinewalkers.com

ot Phone 403-932-5501 or email

Great example of our

breed!" keith@skylinewalkers.com

Box 13, Site 13, RR1, Cochrane, AB T4C 1A1
Founding member of the Ethical Breeders Group of the TWH

FOR HORSES THAT WILL TAKE YOU TO THE TOP!
G0 WHERE YOU WANT - DO WHAT YOU WANT

n'.‘
Py Pl 2N

" Ride nch

Breeding for conformation, movement, and casual temperaments.

We have well-bred quality Walking Horses. These are respectful, willing,
and friendly companions that are handled from birth, continually trained,
& started under saddle at 3 1/2 to 4 years of age for physical soundness.

Invest in a Horse That is Suited To YOU!
VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME - STOP IN AND MEET THE HERD.
RLASTENNESSEEWALKERS.COM
403-748-2005
RIDEEASY@ALBERTAHIGHSPEED.NET
KARLA & PAT FREEMAN, BENTLEY, ALBERTA
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Advertising Rates

Subscribers’ Regular Rates

(NON-SUBSCRIBERS
add 350 %% to rates below;
100%s for classifieds.)

Display Ads: 875 page.
$50 ': page. S35 '. page.
Each includes 1 photo.
Extra photos $10 each.
20%s discount for second &
subsequent printing of ad.
825 's page - Text Only

Website Advertising
Add 540 to above prices
for the 1st two web months
& §7 per month thereatter.

www.walkinghorsenews.ca |

Business Card: S10 issue or
S35 vear of 6 issues:
On website & magazine
S151ssue or 8§75 for the vear. |

Classified Ads: $10/50 words
25 cents word atier 50
FOR EACH INSERTION
[ERSRERS)
Walking Horse News 1s
published six times a vear.
Annual subscriptions are
$18 in Canada
$32 US Funds in U.S A,
$52.80 CDN — Overseas.

Please send Subscriptions,
Classified Ads, Display Ads
and Editorial Material to
Iditor Publisher Marjorie Lacy
Box 7326, Edson, AB T7E 1V5
(780) 723-2547
Email - whn@telus.net

OO0
The opinions expressed in the
pages of Walking Horse News
are not necessarily those of the
editor  publisher.
(SRR NS
Website: Computer Consultant:
Shirlev Bossert. Edson. AB

Subs list, CP Presort & Mailing
Jo Kingsland. Alix. AB

Printed in Edson. Alberta, Canada

On Our Cover

“On Saturday. August 2/08,
Spook and I rode in the
parade at Thermopolis.

Wyoming.

I"d brought Spook's
parade colours and the
children just loved him!™
See T'Lara’s story on
pages 5 & 6.

Photos and story submitted by
T Lara Joy Freedom.,
Balzac. Alberta

Deadline Dates

for Jan/Feb issue
JANUARY 7
for Mar Apr issue
MARCH 7

for Mav/June 1ssue
MAY 7

for July’Aug issue
JULY 7

for Sept/Oct issue
SEPTEMBER 7
for Nov/Dec issue
NOVEMBER 7
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FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF THE
GOVERNMENT OF CANADAL

THROUGH THE
PUBLICATIONS ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM (PAP), TOWARD
OUR MAILING COSTS.
TO POSTMASTER:

| Publications Mail
Agreement No 40050207

PAP Registration No.(}8869
If undeliverable please notify
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Volume XXXII,#6 November/December, 2008

Dear Subscribers,

A big "Thank You  to all the people who have written
stories and sent photos for this issue - and all year long. It’s
always so interesting to open the mail or download the email to
see what new chapter of the Walking Horse story in Canada has
just come in. This month we have a story about how harness
training led to a very fit TWH who then went out and competed
well in an endurance ride. Who'd have thought of that connec-
tion? Another subscriber took part in a ride in Wyoming, and
another took the time to write a tribute to well known B.C. stal-
lion. Go Boy’s Diamond Chief. There were reports on a TWH
clinic. a display. and news from across the country. There's an
article about the importance of the pre-purchase exam when
buyving a horse, and a really frightening story illustrating the
importance of wearing a helmet. Allanna Jackson has a most
interesting article about how the rider’s posture influences the
horse’s gait. and we’ll look forward to another of Franne Bran-
don’s articles next issue. We appreciate hearing from vou all.
There would be no ITH\ without vou.

Thank vou to all the regular advertisers who support
WHN so loyally. But I'd also like to make a plea for more ad-
vertising from the rest of yvou. WHN ads arc inexpensive but
they keep vour name and contact info in the one magazine that’s
devoted to TWH in Canada. Can you afford NOT to be there?
There is a new offer for a vear-long classified ad. and a classi-
fied that includes a linked photo for those who want to advertise
their horse in colour on the web. See the classified ads for de-
tails. Please consider these options. If no one knows you're
there. they won't get in touch!

ITHN also needs new subscribers and people to spread
the word about the magazine. We offer a free introductory copy
to those new to the breed. Just send in the person’s name and
address and we’ll send a copy in our next mail-out. An extra
special thanks to those of vou who always buy gift subscriptions
for your customers. That is most generous - it introduces the
new owner to the Walker world and helps WHN too.

While I'm asking for this much. I'll also ask evervone to
be sure to renew promptly. Right now half the people whose
subscriptions expired in October have not renewed. It is a lot of
extra work o send out a special reminder letter - and vou will
miss at least one issue. So please - just 2O it - right away when

- vou see Jo's renewal slip on this front page!
b Please support the only magazine for
Tennessee Walking Horses in Canada.

Best wishes to you all this fioliday season,
Marjorie
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WHN malkes
a great gift! - (Wa[zing d‘;@’[i& d‘/&mi
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December, 2008

NAME PHONE EMAIL

ADDRESS CITY PROV POST CODE

SEND WITH CHEQUE TO:
WALKING HORSE NEWS, BOX 7326, EDSON, ALBERTA T7E 1V5

IN THIS ISSUE — November/December, 2008
LIST OF CONTENTS ADVERTISERS’ INDEX

History & Heritage - Pam Sargent. Greg Veillard... .. ...........3 Bob Showers Kennel & Stable............... ... .Inside back cover
Go Bov's Diameond Chiel by Lisa Riedler........................ 4 CRTWHC enadiag Walker:wwsmmaiins e svsensnasa]d
Spook Goes to Wyoming by T'Lara Joy Freedom... ... ...... .5.6 Cloudwalker Stables.........oiwn s sy s inviiiiniiinit v w25
Saskatchewan & US News... ..o & Dolls™ Tennessee Walking Horses... ...... ......Inside back cover
I R Y. . Fabro’s Tennessee Walking Horses... ..o e 26

Adberta News. comnmmsmnnsisamsws 8930 gL AuRTy SRR AR °

: : . JRIWalkers ..o e 26
Pressure is Relative by Ron Meredith.........................11.12
Larson e Hi PHains WalKer s e v mm s = sps sovepasssims o
Whint et YOUT ThERKT ... oiss cmmummmnsmmmnmss o sva s evssmsin Lo
Laurindale Stables................................. Inside front cover
Pre-Purchase Exams by LBurchill .. ... ... ................13
McDonald Farms..................oo ool 230 Back cover
The Canadian Walker - December “08...............cco.co o000 14
Northtork Famy g sy s B i sy s 20
CRTWH Clinic “Gait from the Ground Up.......................15 .
Prde s Noble Walkers: .. .ot i sab iy S22
Riding by the Seat of Your Pants by Allanna Jackson...... 16-19 .
Ride Fasv Ranch.....................................23. Back cover
WEOTE TNEWE s s s e e s el 9 2
! Skyline Ranch......................................... Back cover

What Do YOU Do with Your Walkers?..........................20 5 ' : :
! O WHILTOUr Avaikers [ennessee Walking Horse Heritage (Breeders) Society... .....22

Please, Weat & Helmeli-viummnpsipmanmnumnsarar el ; .
’ Trinders Tennessee Walking HOrses ... v s e covias s vvsn 28

AAEP Wants End to Soring.......coooo o021

LY 1y TH T (T o R SR P OR TSP .
Ad Gallery starts-on page: i s atis v vl il s 22 VA Stables. o2
Business Cards.. ... 026 Westridge Farms..................................Inside back cover
Classified ads are on pages.....................n 2728 Woodhill Walkers.................................. Inside back cover

Thank you fo’z ac[vz’tfiﬁ.i)zg in (Wafémg d’l’ OnAE d‘/ Ew 5..,

2 Walking Horse News November/December 2008




CANADIAN TENNESSEE WALKING HORSE

HISTORY & HERITAGE PROJECT

“CANADIAN TIMES OF THE TWH"
WHAT WE DO WITH OUR WALKER

by Pam Sargent & Greg Veillard, Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan

‘ this spring (and because he was in

such great condition from that) I
decided to join a friend of mine on a
30 mile endurance ride in
| Saskatchewan’s Qu Appelle Valley.
= pp— It was a very well organized ride, with
a number of vet checks throughout the
day, and I'm happy to sav Cruise
finished with an overall rating of A-
He was the only gaited horse on the
ride; the majority of the mounts werc
Arabians, and Cruise had his work cut
for him. I was so proud of him for
the great job he did carrving me up
and over some pretty serious hills, and
for finishing the ride.

He 1s a big strong horse who
loves to get out on the trails. One day
recently | was out for a ride with him
and upon reaching the top of a pretty big hill he

We purchased our Tennessce Walker

“Cruise” (Double Play’s BC Connection) in 2005.
My husband’s arthritic hip was getting worse. and his
big-trotting horse was no longer an option for him.
After trving out the “glide nde™ on our friends’
horses we were hooked.

Cruise has become a huge part of
our lives. He is such a versatile horse.
and we thought we would share a
couple of pictures and some of our
experiences with him.

Cruise was trained under hamess
this spring.  We love the option of
coming home after work, hitching him
up to our Meadowbrook cart and
“toodling” around the vallev. catching
up on the dax’s events with cach other.
The great thing about carting is that we
have many friends who love our horses
but would never venture to get up in
the saddle. However. we sure have a
long list of those who are waiting for
an invitation to come out for a cart
ride!

Shortly after his hamess training

stopped, looked around and let out a big sigh as if to
sav. “Wow. what a view!”

We hope evervone had a great summer doing
lots of fun and interesting things with their Walkers.
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Go Boys Diamond Chief
April 3, 1981 — October 15, 2008
Chief was a remarkable stallion well known in both |
British Columbia and Alberta. His breeding was pure |
foundation going back on both sides to Allan F-1. His |
blood is of multiple World Grand Champions such as I
“Merry Go Boy™ (dam) and “Midnight Sun™ (sire).
With such a gentle and kind temperament children
could approach him in his paddock without worry. As
for his gaits... they were spectacular, particularly his |
running walk!  Anvone riding a non-gaited horse |
would soon be cursing as they tried to keep up! |
Chief sired many beautiful walkers. A few of them live |
in the Lower Mainland and include: 5
Go Bovs April Surprise (M)
Go Boys Chances at Aces (S)
Go Boys Diamond Sun (G
Sir Zigmund Flovd (G) |
Chief was an exemplary Tennessee Walking Horse not only for his breeding. temperament, and gaits but
also for his versatility. He was "Mr. Showmanship™ when it came to a parade or the show ring. He would
collect himself without the use of aids and just start nodding that head as he stepped out. To top this sight |
was his beautiful full mane and a tail that swept the ground. Chief was also an endurance horse. After |
showing up 20 minutes late for at 23-mile event. and then getting lost along the way. he ended up in 7" |
place out of 30 entries. Most of all he was a pleasure horse ridden mainly in Campbell Valley Park and at |
the family farms. '
Chief came to Missing Creeck Farm. owned by Rod and
Ursula Bolivar, in October 2002. Over those six years he
changed from being a timid “don’t touch me’ horse to one
that loved attention, especially being groomed. Chief
needed to trust his new family and with the quality of care
(clean shelter, regular veterinarian and farrier visits,
nutritious food) along with respect and personal attention/ ,
affection it didn’t take him long to know he had a good '
loving home. What he loved most of all were his mares.
Kwatsu and April.
With the cold weather fast approaching this fall and
Chief’s health declining the decision was made in
conjunction with the veterinarian to put him down. He
spent his last day grazing with his mares on a beautiful i
sunny day: then for two hours he just stood alone and
watched the sunset. |
“Let me walk in beauty, and make my eyes ever ‘
befiold the red and purple sunset” |
Native American Prayer
Chief was cremated in Mission and his ashes will be buried on the farm
so he will always be able to watch over his mares.
Mavy his spirit run free and visit our dreams so we may never forget.
| Submitted by Lisa Riedler |
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SPOOK GOES TO WYOMING by T'Lara Joy Freedom, Balzac, Alberta

Spook and I went to Thermopolis, Wvoming
last summer to nde part of the Outlaw Trail. The
weather was fantastic all the way. The highest high
was 106 F. the lowest high was 95 F. Spook is the
best travellin® horse EVER! Our last multi-day ride
was 1n 2005 and I swear he remembered the drill.
Everv tme he was offered water he took full
advantage and tanked up, and same with food.
Evervone was always going on about electrolytes, so
[ bought some in powdered form and put them in
Spook's water. He drank it with no problem.

This horse 1s so wonderful. The day we left
on the trip (29 July) I brought him out to a strange
trailer. asked him to climb in beside a strange gelding,
and he just did it, calm as can be. And off we went.

We spent our first night at a KOA
Kampground in Great Falls, MT. They weren't really
set up for horses, so we ended up tethering our horses
in dense young trees that had spindly trunks and
branches sticking out. Spook had never been tethered
in a situation like this. and certainly not overnight.
But he was calm as calm could be. Next morning.
there he was, still calm. The other two horses had
walked themselves around and around until their
noses were snubbed against the trunks of their trees.
but not Spook.

We arnived in Thermopolis the next day. and
our horses staved at the fairgrounds, which was the
marshalling arca for the ride. On Saturday, August 2.
Spook and I rode in the Thermopolis parade. (Photo
below and on cover.) 1'd brought Spook's parade
colours and the children just loved him! He was
mobbed on the street by kids running up to him and
wanting the pet the beautiful horse. Fortunately. for
the most part the parents caught the kids before they
actually reached us!

Walking Horse News November/December 2008

Spook was very calm in the parade. and
wasn't bothered by the children, but you never know.
I was happiest when the little ones were not so close
to his hooves. Besides. the other horses in our group
weren't as calm as Spook. All the other horses 1 saw
in the parade were dressed for the trail. so I think the
kids were attracted to a horse that was a little more
“dressed up’. Only about 10 of our Outlaw Trail
group rode in the parade. The two fellows I came
down with didn't ride in the parade. so Spook was n
the parade without the support of any other horse that
he knew.

The next day, Sunday. they hauled us all to
the trailhead, which took until about noon. We
saddled up, ate. and started the rnide at around one.
The first day's ride was only about 12 miles. We had
been given a list of riders a couple of days earlier and
60 were listed. but I'm not certain that all those people
showed up. [ know for a fact that at least one person
who was at the fairgrounds didn't even start the ride
because her horse had problems Sunday mormning.

We were divided into three groups, green,
vellow. and blue. Spook and I were in blue. In the
blue group there were onlv two other gaited horses: a
Rocky Mountain Horse and a Peruvian Paso. The
Rocky was a jigging nightmare. in my opinion. Just
watching made me tired. The Peruvian was only
slightlv better. Both these horses had companion
animals they had travelled with, vet they were still all
wired up. Even though the two horses he travelled
with were not in our group, Spook just walked on
down the trail like we did it every day. head level and
nodding slightly. tail loose, his whole body relaxed.

Fxcept when 1 tried to circle him back to stay
with our group. Just as happened in 2003, tryving to
circle him back distressed him to the point of rearing,
So. just as in 2003, a compromise was reached in that
we just kept going straight at a relaxed walk. not even
the running walk, and shortly we were out in front of
all three groups. and had left our group behind. And
that's where we staved.

I met two other Tennessee Walking Horses
and one Missouri Fox Trotter (although we didn't ride
with them). I met one Arabian and one half Arabian
and two Spanish Norman horses (HUGE!).
Evervthing else was Quarter Horse.

There were only four riders from Canada, the
two I came with (who were from the Red Deer area),
one from Ontario and me. [ didn't meet the Ontario

i



rider and don't know whether he actually attended.

By the end of the first day. Spook hadn't even
broken a sweat. aside from under his saddle pad and
girth; he was quite fresh and could have gone on and
on. Every other horse | saw had more sweat. often
just from being nervous, I think. Spook drank like a
trouper as soon as | led him down to the river, ate
ravenously. and was relaxed on the picket line. I
really liked that they fed loose hay on this ride. unlike
the 2005 ride, when they fed cubes and I worried a
little about colic. I was not impressed with the picket
lines, which were of thin cable wire and strung too
low to the ground. The picket line Spook was tied to
didn't have problems that night, but other lines had
been pulled down and horses scraped up on the wire.

Unfortunately. that first day's ride was my
last, as my knees (that I've had trouble with for the
past year) gave out on me. Spook and I were hauled
back to the Thermopolis fairgrounds the next day.
However. all was not lost, since after a day's rest (and
with maintenance doses of painkillers) my knees were
fine to ride up to about four hours a day. And that's
what we did the rest of the time we were there.
There's no by-law against riding in town in
Thermopolis, so we explored the town cvery day. |
had a blast doing this, because it was just the two of
us. It brought me back to my teenage years. when I
used to nide into town a few times every summer.

Spook was untlappable. My hotel was about
two blocks away from the fairgrounds where Spook

was. Spook had a spacious corral. (Photo above of

Spook in his corral with my car parked alongside).
The bugs were minimal. I had air conditioning and a
divine bed each night. It was great.

We pulled out of Thermopolis at 6 am.
Sunday, August 10, and drove straight through except
for fuel stops. Spook unloaded at 11 p.m. that night.
We were home.

SASKATCHEWAN NEWS

From SHELDON SCHROEDER. LONE
ROCK. “I just sent in my subscription for the
Walking Horse News today. This yvear went by very
fast. I changed jobs and made only one trip to the
mountains with the horses. I toured around the USA
for 3 weeks on my motorcycle and took in the Sturgis
bike rally - and that was it for my summer.”

“I do have a couple of new Walkers though. 1
bought a flashy flaxen sorrel gelding from Laurie
Sharp up at Fort St. John, BC. "Hollywood™ is four
years old. Also have a new colt. Buckskin Bob, with
not a white hair on him. He is supposed to mature at
about 15.1 to 152 hh. He is a grandson of Gen's
Major General. I am hoping he will be a good match
for Billy Buckskin.™

CLAUDIA DUNCAN. REGINA. wrote.
“This year Topaz sired an unbelievably nice curly
amber champagne colt from my extreme curly mare,
Amber. If vou would like to see Topaz's pictures,
foals and his new colt. I'll give vou the links here: for
Topaz: http://www.rtecurlies.com/stallionstopaz.html;
and for his new son Dancer: http://
www.rtecurlies. com/dancer.html

NEWS FROM OUR US SUBSCRIBERS

GRACE LARSON. FORSYTH, MONTANA.
writes. “We want to keep our web site up with the
Legacy pages: Robin's photo and link to the MS
Society. and Goldust and Chief's pages. So I would
like to keep the High Plains Walkers business card
going. with Historv and Legacv information. There
are so many historical photos on our Legends pages
and T want those to stay up for the benefit of Walking
Horse people who are into the old history.

HIGH PLAINS WALKERS

Legends Of The Northwest & Canada
Foundation TWH

Chief & Goldust

In Memory Of Robin
& A Link To The MS Society.

www.hiplainswalkers.com

walker22@montana.com
Lyle & Grace Larson (406) 356-2854
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BRITISH COLUMBIA NEWS
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SANDY AMY. PORT COQUITLAM. writes.
“After the manv occasions where my picture (or some
mention of me) has been in the magazine. [ felt it was
probably mv turn to write. Greetings from the West
Coast! First off. I'd like to personally thank vou for
vour excellent magazine. It has easily become my
favorite horse publication (and I read more than a few!).
[ consume every written word and absorb every photo
from all issues. and we both look forward (me first!) to
the arrival of each new issue. You've contributed
greatly to this divine obsession I've grown for horses in
general. but especially this wondrous breed we've come
to know. And the regular posters and advertisers in the
magazine feel like friends and allies. I've had the good
fortune to meet some of them. and I look forward to
meeting many more. Walker folks are different!”

“Qur Spring/Summer season was monumental!
Genevieve spent 131 days in total between the end of
May and early October at our SkvKeep property in the
South Carniboo. most of it with the horses. (1've artached
a picture of our first ride on our own place, above.) |
went to a reduced work-week this vear, so I also was in
the Cariboo just about any time [ wasn't required to be
at the coastt We managed to make some serious
progress on our new "homestead". What with getting
the trailer (an adventure in itself). a 40" container
(another adventure), and then our power in, building
fences (Genevieve built about 1500' feet of fence by
herself) and corrals and shelters, knocking down our
"beetle-killed" pines, and clearing roadways. on top of
Gen's regular "feed-groom-muck” routines, vou could
say we were busy. However, not so busy that we didn't

get lots of great rides in and around our new
neighbourhood. There are literally hundreds of miles
of great trails (and dozens of fishing lakes!) all
accessible from the end of our driveway - heaven!
Leaving our two voung horses boarded locally in the
Cariboo for the winter (our little herd has grown to 4
now - all TWH. of course!) and loading up Fmally
and Delite. we were finally chased off the place by
the weather and went back to the Coast Oct. 11th.”

“We also attended the 2008 HHA Fawn Lake
Ride over Labour Dayv (mentioned last issue). I'd like
to take the opportunity here to say a great big Thanks
to Lisa and Harry Riedler for all their tireless work to
make it a great event for a great cause - the funnest
weekend of my Summer!™

“Well. our mission was to get base camp
established this vear, but it seems it grew into more of
a dress-rchearsal for us. This year was enough for
both of us to know that living with our horses in the
Cariboo was where we need to be. Our focus now is
to tie up our remaining obligations here on the Lower
Mainland. and get ourselves moved to SkvKeep. If
we manage to keep to the "fast-track” schedule. we'll
be spending our first winter there in 2009. And it's all
because of Tennessee Walkers! ™

“Keep doing what vou're doing. Marjorie. Your

efforts are truly appreciated! And Happy Trails to all

=
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From DEBBIE SMITH . TOWER RIDGE
FARM. MAPLE RIDGE. “Spectacular riding weather
this fall! What a gorgeous Indian summer we've had
through September and October. The fall colours
were unbelievable, trails were dry and in awesome
condition... we sure have been spoiled! But it’s
changed very quickly and will be wet and rainy now
until the spring, I am sure.”

“Congratulations to Genevieve Amy on her
purchase of "Artics End". fondly known as OH
Henry! (See his photo with Gen on previous page.)
This is our last colt from Artics Kit Kat and Storms
Northern Victory. Henry is already deeply missed but
he will be enjoving his winter in the cold wintery
Cariboo. Thanks for giving our favorite guy a
wonderful home.™

“Haney Horsemen Association Poker Ride
Organizer, Dave Smith managed to have a good
turnout of 20 or so horses for our 10th Annual Xmas
Toy/ Hamper/Poker Ride on November 2 - but the
rain did not hold off! We called it the Soaker Ride!
Boy. did it pour, but then sun came out... and then it
poured again. We raised almost $200 for the Maple
Ridge Christmas hamper fund. had about 100 Ibs of
food donated and about 4 boxes of new toys
collected. The winner of the poker hand walked off
with $200 cash in her pocket. the lucky gal! All
participants went home with prizes and The Rocking
Horse Pub supplied a delicious lunch for all. The day
was grey and wet in weather but not in fun and
spirits.”

“Wishing evervone a wonderful Christmas
and Very Happy 2009.”

Above, Genevieve Amy on Finally and
Natalie Speckmaier on her special horse, Trigger,
riding on Christmas Eve 2007, along Georges Way.
Thornhill Trail System, before our big snowfall

JAYNE WALKER., ROYAL CLASS
WALKERS., DAWSON CREEK, writes. “Here's a
photo of me with Nancy's Secret Pride this summer.
We placed first in both the Pouce Coupe and Dawson
Creek parades. Secret loves parades to show off his
hat to all! Not bad for a 25 year old horse. I sold him
as a four vear old and got him back when he was 21.
as the lady who had him could no longer ride.”

ALBERTA NEWS

From DELORES BOEYENGA. STEP N OUT
STABLE. ONOWAY. “Hi all. No, [ didn’t drop off
the end of the world! Well maybe... but that seems to
happen when vou build a new property and house and
the whole thing from a bare piece of land. We are no
spring chickens anymore so we have been dead-beat
tired for two summers now. Not much time for horses
so have been cutting down my herd a fair bit. We
have built a log house. 3/4 loft and walk out
basement. total 2560 sq. ft. Seems small, but with the
three floors there is lots of room. This winter should
see the inside of the house pretty much done. We
have done all the work ourselves. [ am now a jack-of-
all-trades and master of none. but it looks super. We
have a wonderful view of our land, a lake, and. as we
are on three dead ends. we have piles of wildlife in
the area. They cross the pastures with the horses,
which does not mean when my horse sees a moose on
the trail she does not do a cutting horse 180 and take
off flat out. I stayed on but that moose would not
leave. We rounded a bend in the trail. I was looking
some place else, and we almost ran smack into the
darn thing. What a scare! They are HUGE.”

“Ok, that’s one riding trip. On the Kootenay
Plains in May, I got bucked off a horse that has
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NEVER bucked before... and man. did she buck! My
fault. tning to pony another horse, the lead got
someplace she could not tolerate and while 1 was
swinging my leg over the saddle she let fly. Monika
said she went so high up her four feet touched mid air
and came down without stepping on me and took off
down the road bucking hard. Me, I was lving on the
ground assessing the situation. The horse came back.
put her muzzle on me as to say, “OH MY LORD
what have [ done?” I got up real slow and dazed as |
had smashed my head hard on the ground and cracked
some ribs (AGAIN). I jumped on that horse though
and rode her so [ would not be scared and she would
get the hint I was not staving off when she did that.
She has not done it since. I continued to ride while at
the Plains but it took me a long time to heal when I
got home. Other than light nding around here I've not
gone anywhere. “Next vear.” | keep saying.”

"I have two new horses to get on the trails
next summer. My now gelded stallion. Major Power
Plav and a two vear old classic champagne stud colt
(who will be gelded soon). He is the darkest shade of
classic I have seen. bv mv Legacy's Goldmine x
Fairvtales and Cash who is classic champagne. He's a
puppy dog: should be a wondertul trail horse.”

“Now to thank some wondertul people who
bought horses from us: Randy Strader of Okotoks on
the purchase of a sorrel gelding: Denise Vlahoos on
the purchase of a gorgeous cremello filly who she
savs is her baby son’s babysitter. I have seen video of
him riding her. Deb and Garth Hatch for purchasing
three wonderful horses from me this summer. a big
bayv gelding. Winston: a buckskin filly, Honey: and
my classic mare Fairvtales and Cash. They are all
being trail ridden and doing so well. Winston was
well broke. but Honey and Fairy had never been
ridden. Garth jumped on at the start of a fairly long
rde and didn’t look back. That's how both were
ridden. Fairy on a 230 km ride. Wow, Garth.”

“Scott and Helen and kids bought a young
filly. Sugar. put 30 days on her and had her at the
Kootenays. The kids were doing acrobatics on her
back and Helen. who swore never to ride was nding
her within a couple days. What an amazing minded
horse with gait too. Love having my horses go to
families like these. Also I would like to thank Emest
Batiste from Texas on the purchase of two vearlings:
A chestnut colt who looks just like his dam, I'm Good
As Gold, and walks like his sire, Major Power Play,
and a gold champagne colt by Legacy’s Goldmine
and my direct Generator mare. Emest has great plans
to show these fellows and says they have it in them.”

“T also leased my palomino Golden Boy mare

to Windi and Lance and they are expecting a baby
mule in the spring. I will get a rebreed and also have a
baby mule. That should be amazingly interesting.”

“Hope | didn’t forget anvone that I sold a
horse to. If I did. please remind me. I have plans to
sell a few more and get down to maybe 8 horses and
no stallion. I would consider selling Goldmine to the
right home as | plan to geld him next summer as I
don’t plan to breed mares anvmore. Time to move on
to other things.”

“Hope you are all ready for winter, hay’s all
in, and all that. Talk to you all later.”

FRAN KERIK. CHRYSTAL STAR RANCH.
TWO HILLS. writes. “The fall weather sure has been
nice, and we've managed to get lots of outdoor work
done, even with Gordon working in Vancouver. With
the help of CRTWH who provided a lovely new
banner and brochures. and the WHN for the extra
magazines, I manned a table at the St Paul Harvest
Festival. (4bove.) The Festival has been held every
second year for six years now and I've been to every
onc of them. Mornin's Miracle was a wonderful
ambassador for our breed. hanging her head over the
stall for the entire weekend and just lapping up all the
attention. Although they didn't have breed
demonstrations this vear because of time constraints, |
did have two of the trainers from the Trainers
Challenge nide Mira after they were done. The
winner of the challenge couldn't believe how smooth
Mira was and is now looking at getting a TWH for
her arthritic father.”

“I've weaned 3 of my 4 foals - the last one is
too young yet - so I am having fun doing their ground
work. Eddie. my “bottle baby™ from last year, is a
great babysitter; he is so mellow and relaxed with
anything we humans do that the babies are following
his example.”
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“We also participated in Cattle Sorting (below).
It's like team penning, but vou only have two team-
mates and must sort the cattle in numerical order with
the first number being called out by the announcer in
75 seconds. The pros could do 9 calves: we
beginners were lucky if we got in one or two. It was
great fun.”

“I had a nice visit from Bob Lamport, his
daughter-in-law Phyllis and granddaughter Trina in
September. Trina met my son Tyler at a 4-H camp
and thev came up to see our TWH. Bob imported one
of the first stallions into Alberta in 1963, a sorrel
sabino horse. Prince Radar, from Ethna Friesen in
Montana. Bob still has a few of his descendents on
the farm. 1 brought Mira out and rode her around a
bit for Bob. His face lit up when he heard that
wonderful 1-2-3-4 thunking of a good run walk. It
didn't take me long to persuade him to hop on for a
ride. It had been three years since he’d sat on a horse
and he enjoved himself so much. The visit was over
much too soon, as thev had a long drive back home.”

“I've been updating my website,
www.twhstar.com. so check it out for our new sales
list and the events that we are planning for next year.”

BRENDA L. BAKER. CALGARY. “Here I
am, line-dancing? (right) with Ullu Zurbriggen's
voung stallion Frontier's Begora Gold Z. in
September when Dave & I stopped mn for a quick
‘horsey fix™ for me after a weekend with relatives.
Now I'm pleased to introduce our newest TWH.
"Brandy" an amber champagne filly by that same
stallion. We purchased Brandy along with her dam.
Victorian Ora Bella Z., a 16 hh palomino with a great
big walk, from Ullu this fall. Brandy 1s good
company for Starlette, our lonely weaning filly.”

“I have sold Chic Magnet, a lovely four year
old black gelding to Fran McCurdy of Calgary. Fran
is looking forward to many happy days of trail riding
with him. Please send her a copy of WHN. Thanks.”

10 Walking Horse News

KARLA FREEMAN. BENTLEY writes.
“Hello from RIDE EASY RANCH. Alexandra and |
had one last big splash in Gull Lake on October lst,
with myv horse Ken. and her fave, Blaze. It was truly
re-Fresh-ing! 1 trust everyone has enjoyed riding in
the beautiful fall we had.”

“Congratulations to Karen and Dalton who
purchased Karlas Sahara Treasure, a palomino 2 vear
old filly. I'm sure she will be happy to join the other
Walkers on vour farm, and vou will have fun with
her. Also, thanks to evervone who has sent me
updates on horses purchased here. [ really appreciate
knowing how they are doing. Hope you are all getting
set for the festive season (which will be upon us
sooner than we want!). Keep on having fun with vour
horses, and happy trails to all in the New Year!”
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Meredith
Manor

carcers in horsemanship

When people first start playing
with the concept of using pressure and release to
show a horse what they want, thev often
“mythunderstand™  pressure  from the Thorse’s
perspective. Thev may go to a clinic where they
watched someone chasing a horse with a lariat or
waving a longe whip in the direction of its hocks.
Theyv leave with the impression that if they go home
and do that same thing with their horse. they’ll
eventually get the same result as the clinician. When
it doesn’t work. they can’t figure out what they
missed.

The problem is that they didn’t understand
exactly what pressure is and how the pressures we use
change as a horse moves up the training tree. A
pressure is anvthing that gets a horse’s attention.
Pressure can be a very relative thing depending on the
horse’s personality and its individual degree of
reactivity. Horses will react differently to the same
pressures relative to their current level of
understanding or training and their previous
experiences with vou or other people.

That horse at home may be on a completelv
different spot along the startle continuum than the
horse they watched at the demonstration. Just a
person’s presence creates a certain degree of pressure
on a horse. But the human presence that might make a
mustang harden its nostrils and show the whites of its
eves may not get much more than the tum of an ecar
from that seasoned pleasure gelding. When you crack
a whip. it may be “way too much fuss for one horse
and he’ll flee the county while another horse may
ignore it altogether.

I once read an article about a guy who corralled
a herd of particularly wily mustangs by just quictly
pushing them from 3 miles back. He'd figured out
how to put just enough pressure on them to keep their
attention and he knew how to apply that pressure to
keep them moving in the direction he wanted them to
go. A big part of a trainer’s job is to leamn how to read
each individual horse. You have to figure out what
degree of what kinds of pressures are going to be just
enough to get the horse’s attention without startling
him or raising his tension level in any way.

The clinic horse may also have been at a very
different level in its training. As a horse progresses
through the training trec, we start with feaching

- Pressure i1s Relative

by Ron Meredith
President. Meredith Manor International Equestrian Centre

pressures that show the horse something we want him
to do. Then we introduce directing pressures that ask
him what we want. Once the horse understands what
we are showing and asking. then we can start to tell
him what we want. At that point. we can add
enforcing pressures that are a little more demanding
when the horse figures out what we ve just told him.
So if vou were watching a clinician applyving
enforcing pressures to a horse that was ignoring him,
vou're going to have a wreck if you go home and
apply that degree of pressure to a horse that still
doesn’t understand the basics of what vou are
showing or asking him to do.

Emotionally, the horse reacts to anything
sudden or unusual the same way he would to an
attack by a predator. So if the horse startles or tenses
or tries to flee or fight in any way. the pressure vou
applied was too forceful for that horse in that
situation. The horse perceived it as sudden or unusual,
as an attack by something predatorv. and he reacted.
So it’s important to introduce any pressure to the
horse in a manner and to a degree that keeps his
emotional level calm and his body relaxed.

Horse memories are emotional and they relate
to the feeling that a particular set of circumstances
created in him the last time he encountered it. When
that thing or circumstance or person appears again in
their environment, they don’t stop and think about it.
They automatically react with that associated
emotion.

People have other levels of memory and
thinking that allow them to intentionally control their
emotions and how thev choose to display them. The
horse just reacts. Take the bushes the horse has
walked by hundreds of times that just got trimmed
way back. The rider sees that the bushes are different
and registers a little surprise or curiosity or maybe
irritation because he liked the bushes the way they
were. But he also realizes it's not a big deal and
immediately goes back to just riding along. The
horse. however, sees something different and unusual
in his environment. It’s going to raise his emotional
level. Same deal with that new mailbox. The degree to
which he reacts is going to depend on a bunch of other
things including his personality, the kind of relationship
he has with his rider, and his past experience with new

things in his environment,
Continued
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Horses are also patternistic. When the same
pattern repeats itself over and over during their training.
it starts to trigger an expectation of a particular
emotional memory. We can use this trait to get the horse
comfortable with unusual things in his environment. A
trainer can condition the horse’s emotional reaction
patterns to things in its environment by introducing
unusual things (which creates pressure) by tiny degrees
making sure that the horse stays calm and relaxed before
increasing the pressure and making it “louder.” So you
can gradually get the horse to the point where he doesn’t
pay much attention to blowing papers and tarps and
bicycles and whatever vou want. You can call it sacking
out or de-spooking or whatever. You create the feeling
in the horse that when he is with vou. he is safe. even
‘when something unusual shows up on the horizon. And
vou create that emotional pattern by never ever putting a
pressure on the horse that startles or interrupts or creates
tension or raises the excitement level in any way, That’s
why good training is so boring to watch.

If vou use loud pressures, vou may get the job
done in the short term. You can see examples of that at
the end of any horse show if vou stand around and
watch people loading their horses on trailers. They may
get their horse on the trailer but they do not create a
calm, relaxed emotional pattern that you can ask the
horse to repeat again at any time. In fact, they probably
create just the opposite feeling about the trailer than the
one they'd like the horse to have.

Keep in mind that anything that gets the horse’s
attention is a pressure. It might be no more than your
presence in the middle of an arena, or a hand motion. or
a click or a kiss. It might be a twirl or a flick or the tap
of a lariat or a longe line or a whip. It might be a bit or
your leg or a spur. Figure out the smallest amount of
pressure vou need to apply to show or ask or tell the
horse what you want. For example, sometimes ['ll
whistle or hum to remind myself to stay in a particular
rhythm and tempo. When I want to get the horse’s
attention. all I have to do is stop whistling or humming
and he notices something is different. That interruption
in the pattern creates a tiny pressure that gets the horse’s
attention.

Everv time vou go to work with vour horse.
remind vourself that vour basic goal is a/ways to have
vour horse working with rhythm and relaxation. Any
pressure that interrupts that feeling of rhythm and
relaxation was too strong for that horse at that time. As
the horse matures and learns, the kinds of pressures you
use and degree to which you can apply them without
startling the horse will change. But that basic goal
always stays the same.

Ron Meredith is the President of Meredith Manor
International Equestrian Centre (1-304-679-3128, Rte 1. Box
66, Waverly, WV 26184; http://www.meredithmanor.com),
an ACCET accredited equestrian educational institution.

WHAY D@ YO¥ THINK?
SMALL & MELLOW?

Recently ['ve been corresponding with a lady
who was looking for a small (no bigger than 14 hh).
smooth running-walk gaited stallion. He must be very
casv going (“one who'll stand sull & chill all day long,
if I don't tell it to go forward™). He must also be sturdy
enough to carry an adult and preferably be of a dark
colour. She has given up on finding this combination
in a registered Tennessee Walking Horse. This 1s what
she says,

“A local woman who's been training showing TWH
Jfor vears told me that she's found that the shorter they
are. the HOTTER they are, and so if I wanted
MELLOW, that I'd better look for a spoited saddle
horse (pony) instead. So that's what I did.”

What do vou readers think of that assessment?
In vour experience with TWH have you found that the
smaller they are. the hotter they are?

Does anvone have small Walkers of the size
she's looking for? Never mind a stallion - does
ANYONE have TWH that size?

There were a number of people in Alberta
breeding Walking Ponies at one time — crossbred
TWH/Welsh — that could be registered with the
American Walking Pony registry in  Georgia, |
believe. How did those crosses turn out? Did they
have the small size and mellow disposition? Did they
have the walking gaits?

For 20 vears Mr. Donald Franks of Booneville,
Mississippi bred TWH down in size. until he had
some as small as 12:2 hh. Does anvone know what
happened to his breeding stock after he died?

Let’s hear from all yvou readers out there. I'll bet
vou have many of the answers!

Sheldon Schroeder and his new gelding. Hollywood.
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PRE-PURCHASE EXAMS by L. Burchill

Pre-Purchase Exams are important
- even when dealing with a young horse.

Recently my husband. Doug, and I decided to
look for a new horse for him. His tried and true
gelding is getting on in vears, and Doug decided that
maybe he should be looking for the next level horse.
So began our search for a horse. We read the
classifieds in ~“The Walking Horse News™. checked on
the internet. and finally found a flashy young gelding
that secemed to have all the qualities that we were
looking for. I telephoned the owner and discussed the
horse’s suitability, health, etc. It seemed that this
could be the one so we made arrangements to take a
closer look and hopefully, go for a nde.

After going over to the owner’s place and
working with the horse on the ground. we had the
owner tie. groom. tack up. and ride him. He had all
the buttons and seemed to be off to a good start for a
three vear old horse. We asked if he had ever been
injured and had he always been in good health — to
which his owner said. “He has never been injured or
il

I rode him and then Doug rode him. We
discussed getting a pre-purchase exam done on him.
Doug was resistant at first but [ said it would be a
good idea. and so off to the vet we went. I drove from
my home to the owner’s place as we agreed that I
would pick him up there and take him to my
veterinarian. The owner followed me in her car with
the plan that when we were finished with the horse at
the vet clinic. I would drive him home (hopefully
ming).

Before we left. I was asked to sign papers to
transfer ownership. I did not put any information on
his papers as I wanted to be sure that he was 100%
healthy. 1 did sign other documents. which basically
stated that the current owner was not responsible for
the suitabilitv of the horse for the new owners and
that they could not guarantee its health, etc. It was a
fairly standard legal form. absolving them of all
financial responsibility should things go south. I read
the document carefully and, for good measure, added
on the bottom of the page beside my signature, that
the horse must have a clean vet check prior to the
purchase being finalized.

The pre-purchase exam started with the
general overall health check: eves, ears, teeth,
respiration, hoof sensitivity, etc. During the hoof
sensitivity test, | noted that the horse did not like

having his back legs held for any period of time. Then
came the flexion tests. Each leg was flexed twice. and
after each time the vet's assistant would “trot™ the
horse away from the vet and back. It was apparent
that both hind legs were “off . one more so than the
other. (A level | on his right hind and plus 2 on the
left hind). T asked if we could have the left hind leg x-
raved. as it was the worse one and the vet complied.
After careful viewing of the radiograph by my
veterinarian and having it verified by another
veterinarian, it was determined that in his left stifle
joint where there should be a black hole of fluid.
calcification had begun to occur and you could see a
cloudy white mass instead.

[ gave the owner the news and she also
looked at the radiograph. I told her that we would not
be buving her horse for the obvious reasons. She
didn't seem overlv surprised and certainly didn't
comment on the injuries. | took the horse back home
to her farm and then made the long drive home.

I have not heard from this breeder since that
day - not to ask if | have found another horse or if |
would like to buv her horse at perhaps a reduced
price. I have noticed however, that the horse is now
sold. Obviously it sold to someone who did not think
that a three year old gelding could have any health
1ssues.

Pre-purchase exams are not cheap. as we all
know. I paid $520.00 for the pre-purchase exam
including the two radiographs of his left stifle. But.
given the alternative of paying thousands of dollars in
vearly maintenance to keep this horse pain free and
useable. it certainly doesn't seem like much, does it?!
Hopefully, his new owners have the means to take
care of this horse and he does not get flipped around.
as often happens.

What's that old saying? “Caveat Emptor” -
BUYER BEWARE!

Editor’s Note: There are pitfalls to buying
anything, so it's important to be well informed. A
pre-purchase vet check can be good insurance
Jor both buyer and seller, though it is the buyer's
responsibility to pay for it.

Another area that needs more attention is
that of registration papers. Whose responsibility
are they - the buyers or the sellers? And what is
the law on this? More in the next issue.
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SEPT. CLINIC

and can't wait to do
again!" (See facing page.)
Thank you

cians Dianne Little

horse's gait. The

possible movement.

weekend to remember!

The September 27-28
Clinic at McDonald Farms near
Dawson Creek, BC was well
received by both participants
and auditors. with comments
ranging from "I really. really
enjoved the clinic!" to "The
clinic was GREAT! 1 loved it

to clini-
and Bill
Roy, who showed people how
and why Walkers 'Gait From
the Ground Up'. with every-
thing from saddle fit to tension
in the rider's body affecting the
WHOLE
HORSE must be comfortable
and relaxed to produce its best

Also thank you to Don
& Jo-Anne McDonald for pro-
viding the venue and making it
happen. We enjoyed it. [t was a

WEB NOTES |

The Members Map |
List has been updated on|
| the website and a new form
has gone out to all current
'members with the member- | |
ship renewal forms. If you"
would like (o have your||
name and contact informa- |
'tion available on that list. |
| please return the form with |
your membership.
A nnu al
|memberships are due
|January 1st. As well as
| reduced fees for registering,
transferring or having
DNA done on yvour horses.

membership has other||
advantages. Clinic and||
Program For Excellence

and Training Levels fees
are less for members. Your
contact info can be included | |
on the website and you will | |
be part of an organization

ti Canadian bred ||
g AN TR | 5391 or 403-6784452,

TWH in Canada. Join us!

| going to an IJA accedited judge

[forward to announcing the re-
[ sults at the AGM.

GATHERING 2008

The Gathering held at
Cloudwalker Stables the week-

end of September 20-21 pro-||
vided the opportunity for 5 peo- ||
ple to enter 13 horses in the||
[|CRTWH Program For Excel-

lence. a great opportunity to

have breeding stock evaluated ||

by an [JA Judge trained to look

for correct gait and sound con- ||

formation.

Three people also en-
tered their Walkers in the Train-
ing Levels Challenge. Some

| were videoed at the Gathering ||

and others sent in ‘home made’
videos.
All tapes or DVDs are

for evalvation. and we look

For more info on this
program see www.crtwh.ca or
call Dianne Little at 403-271-
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Ll ‘GAIT FROM THE GROUND UP’ *M(M
b L { g | &
s E= n - I 'would like to report that the CRTWH clinic held here on September 27- < \f\

b ' 28th was a success. We had enthusiastic locals absorbing the knowledge of e AN a
) the clinicians. Dianne Little and Bill Rov. The weather was reasonable J
~ (and I am happy to report that the port-a-potty did #or blow over on the Saturday - a concem to some that it
® might do that. especially with someone (them) in it!). I hope that evervone had a good time and took some
*  knowledge home with them that they can put to good usec. We are never so smart that we cannot leam something  *
% - that 1s our motto. (Below Jayne Walker with "Flash "

% [ would reallv like to thank all the local TWH owners who — - = _— &
« came and supported the clinic. Special thanks to the clinicians. Dianne »

- and Bill. who drove lots of miles to get here and help us out. Special
mention and thanks to Karla Freeman who drove Dianne and Marjorie
up here and participated in the clinic on local horses. We appreciated
your cheeny presence and support. We even had one participant who
bought a new horse and brought her to the clinic along with her regular
mount. With the price of fuel being what it is, it was nice that so many
* came and took in the show. Jo-4nne & Don McDonald,

MeDonald Farms, Pouce Coupe, BC

I had the wonderful opportunity
to attend the CRTWH Clinic, Gait From The Ground Up. at McDonald Farms in
Pouce Coupe at the end of September. What a great time! [ certainly learned
much. The highlights were many - from the ground work to the riding. and I am
certain that evervone who attended took much useful information home.”™ &

“The saddle fitting demonstration by Bill Royv. (Below lefi) was impres-
sive. with in-depth explanation, utilizing different types of saddles and saddle
trees. positioning them on the horse, to show how fit does make a difference.” i

“We were also privileged to have Dianne Little provide us with her experi-
ence and knowledge. and her never ending enthusiasm to coach each of us spe-
cifically to our individual needs.” (Below:Dianne Little, Gail Peters and “Lady )

“I met fantastic horses (which satisfied my horse-craving while away from

home). Thank-vou. All, for letting me play with and ride vour horses. And just
as important, I met more spectacular Horse Lovers! A very warm thank you. Jo-

% Ann and Don McDonald, for doing the work to host this clinic. It was a splendid time.”
L Karla Freeman, Bentley, AB
(Above: Jewels waits patiently while Bill Roy adjusts Cindy Trottier's stirrup.)

Below middle: Maureen Hummel & "Meg "
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Riding by the Seat of Your Pants

©June 2008 Allanna Lea Jackson

When you ride a horse vou are sitting on the
power control center of the horse’s movement. The
horse’s response to the rider’s seat is instinctive. This
makes your seat the purest. most natural. and most
direct communication you have with the horse. To
understand why this is so. let's start with an
oversimplified look at the physics of equine anatomy.

Starting with the horse’ s
“engine” (hindquarters) we see that the hind legs are
angled in several directions and change angles at every
Joint. These hind legs act as levers that multiply and
direct the power supplied by the horse’s muscles. The
tendons and ligaments act as the pullevs that apply the
muscle power to the bone levers to move the horse. The
horse’s hind legs are attached to its spine with a direct
bone-to-bone connection at the pelvis.

The front legs are straight, except at the
pasterns. acting as support pillars for the horse’s body.
The front legs are attached to the body only by
muscles, tendons and ligaments with no bone to bone
connection. The horse’s body is suspended between the
forelegs by the muscles. tendons and ligaments: an
arrangement that reallv 1s called the thoracic sling.
Because muscles, tendons, and ligaments are soft tissue
they are flexible and can stretch or contract. The horse
can move its body forward and back. side to side. or
very slightly up and down within the thoracic sling. all
without moving its front feet.

The head 1s approximately 3% of the horse’s
weight. The horse’s neck puts this weight at the end of
a lever, making the head a very effective counter
weight for the levers of the hind legs. Because the head
and neck are extended in front of the legs the horse’s
center of balance is in the middle of its body just above
and slightly behind the horse’s elbows at the heart
girth. The thoracic sling makes it possible for the horse
to move its center of balance a little bit. but not very
far. When we talk about shifting the horse’s weight on
to his hindquarters the horse actually moves the hind
legs forward under the center of balance, more than the
center of balance moves backwards. The horse does

this by rounding its loins. tipping its pelvis and
stepping further under itself with the hind legs.

The horse’s spine 1s somewhat flexible. like a
cable. The spine can flex all along its length and in
different directions and places, but the neck is more
flexible than the back. The vertical position of the spine
at the rear. where the horse’s spine and pelvis meet. can
be changed only by flexing or compressing the hind
legs. The spine 1s attached in the middle to the forelegs
but the thoracic sling makes this attachment somewhat
flexible so the spine can arc or sag. within a narrow
range. The front end of the spine (neck) with the
counterweight of the horse’s head, is loose and ver
flexible. The counter weight (head) can push the cable
(spine) down to the bottom of its range of travel within
the pillars (thoracic sling) which puts a sag in the cable.
Or the counterweight can lift the cable to the top of the
pillar, putting an arch in the cable. Moving the levers
closer to the pillars also puts an arch in the cable. but at
a different place in the cable.

In trotting horses, letting the spine sag or
putting an arch in the back merely changes the
style and quality of the trot. In multi-gaited horses
sagging or arching the spine completely changes
which gait the horse does. When the spine is arched
to the top of the thoracic sling the horse’s movement
becomes more diagonal. When the spine sags to the
bottom of the thoracic sling the horse’s gait becomes
more lateral. Because the head is a counterweight a
high head position tends to push the cable down the
pillar. while lowering the head and arching the neck
tends to lift and arch the spine. Remember. the spine is
flexible so it is possible for the back to be lifted with
the head up. It is also possible for the back to sag with
the head low and extended. The spine may also sag at
the loins. which also encourages lateral movement.

The significance of all this is that when we ride
a horse we are sitting directly above the horse’s center
of balance. just behind the support column of the front
legs. We are sitting on top of the mid-point of the spine
where the body moves within the thoracic sling with
that free swinging head and neck counterweight in
front of us. An adult rider. without a saddle, puts a load
of 15% - 25% of the horse’s body weight on top of his
power control center so everything that you do with
vour body will influence the horse. The horse can’t
ignore the rider’s body position. The laws of physics
won't let him.

This is such a purely natural communication that
horses respond to the rider’s seat instinctively the very
first time they are ridden. We don’t have to teach this.
All we do is refine it with training, It is we, the riders,
who need schooling to learn the most effective use
of the power control panel in our seat.
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NATURAL BALANCED SEAT

If vou've ever ridden a horse bareback vou've
experienced the natural balanced seat. If vou've got a
horse that’s safe to ride bareback vou can try this.
Don't think about vour position when riding bareback.
jJust relax and enjov the ride for a few minutes, then
make a quiet. easy stop. Don’t move! (Below.)

Before vou do anything to change vour
position on the horse’s back make note of where vou
are. You'll find vourself sitting directly behind the
horse’s withers where the shoulder and body meet.
You'll be siting on the 3-point support of vour pubic
bone and pelvis tipped very slightly onto your rear
pockets. with vour legs almost directly beneath vou,
hips open and relaxed, knees only slightly flexed, toes
pointed slightlv outward and down. If the horse
suddenly disappeared vou'd only have to raise vour
toes and straighten up vour body to land upright on
vour feet. A good saddle, regardless of type, puts the
rider as close to this natural balanced seat as possible,
If it doesn’t. vou'll always be fighting the saddle in
some wav.

Take vour horse into a round pen or other salc.
confined arca. saddled with a good balanced seat
saddle and his usual head gear and mount up. (I do not
condone riding without some kind of head gear on the
horse.) Whatever head gear you're using, give the
horse a totally slack rein, keep your hands still and trv
not to do anyvthing to the horse’s head. Forget about his
head, let the horse show vou what vour seat is doing to
his body and what this does to his gait.

WALKING SEAT (Righy)

Your natural balanced seat with your
thighs open. legs relaxed and draped quietly against
the horse’s sides. stirrups supporting the balls of your
feet in a level position, is the walking seat.

Riders of trotting horses are frequently
advised to note that their leg naturally swings into the

horse’s side as the horse walks and are told to lengthen
the horse’s stride by squeezing with the leg in time
with the this natural motion. For gaited horses with
any lateral tendencies at all, alternating leg squeczes
often encourage pacing. Tension in the rider’s lower
back also encourages pacing. We're looking at the
rider’s seat, so note that as vour horse walks vour
pelvis naturally moves with the horse. On a gaited
horse keeping your legs quiet and upper body relaxed
helps the horse stay square, while the movement of
vour pelvis can be used to set the horse in a steady
tempo at the walk and adjust the length of vour horse’s
stride within that tempo. Don’t mistake this pelvic
rhythm with a sloppy belly-dancing movement at the
waist.

STEERING WITH YOUR SEAT
Now trv steering with your seat. As your horse

walks along the rail turn your head just enough so your
eves can focus straight down a new track 10 feet inside
the track the horse is on. Don’t do anyvthing else. Just
look intently along the new track vou want the horse to
take. After awhile the horse will drift onto the track
vour eves are focused on and begin following it
Magic? No. When vou turn vour head and focus vour
eves vou subconsciously shift vour body toward where
vou are looking. This change in vour balance on the
horse’s power control panel tells the horse to move
over to the track vou are looking at. When the horse
gets there vou align vourself with where vour eves are
focused. which re-balances the horse’s power control
panel. telling the horse to travel straight along this
track.
_STOPPING
| WITHOUT REINS

Now comes the
fun part. You can slow
and stop vour horse just
with vour seat! How?
By using a roll up cue
that mimics the natural
stop signal horses give
each other when
playing. From vour
natural balanced seat
straighten vour lower
back, roll vour weight
up onto vour Inner
thighs and the front of
vour pubic bones. tip
your pelvis as if vou
were trving to raise an
imaginary tail and close
your thighs but keep
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vour seat deep on the horse. Leave vour lower legs
loose and away from the horse. Think of sinking your
weight through the horse’s withers into the ground in
front of his front legs. (‘roll up seat’ above)

Your thighs mimic the pressure a dominant
horse puts just in front of the withers to stop a
subordinate horse. Your pelvis is pushing the horse's
spine down in the thoracic sling, directing the flow of
power from the hind legs into the ground in front of
the horse. The horse will probably drift to a stop the
way a car does without throttle or brake. Some horses
stop rather abruptly. This roll up cue also discourages
bucking and rearing.

Sitting on the horse in a moderate form of this
same roll up seat but with vour thighs open and
relaxed can flatten out a horse that is too trotty. Be
very careful with the roll up seat because vou are
weighting the horse’s front feet and putting him on his
forehand. Too much ‘roll up seat™ can very easily turn
the trot into a pace.

ROLL UP CUE FOR BACKING

When the horse is standing still, the roll up
cue suggests to the horse that he back up. The moment
the horse shifts his balance backward you’ll have to

lighten the pressure on his withers and shift your own
seat to something between the natural balanced scat
and the roll up seat. The horse has to round his back
and lift his front end to move backward. He can’t do
that when vour roll up cue is gluing his front feet to the
ground. Return to vour natural balanced seat and walk
for awhile.

CHAIR SEAT

Next try a chair seat. (Below.) Push vourself
to the back of the saddle, sit heavily on vour back
pockets (the back of vour pelvis) and round your
lower back. push vour legs forward with vour feet
braced against the stirrups. If vour horse has any rack
in him at all this position alone may be enough to put
him into a rack. If it doesn’t a simple squeeze with
vour lower legs while in this position will. Horses that
cannot rack will do some variant of a 4-beat pace
when the nder is in this position. When vou're
through racking. simply straighten up into vour
natural balanced seat. You'll be surprised at how
quickly the horse drops into a flat walk. Go back to
walking in the balanced seat for awhile.
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CLASSICAL SEAT
(Right)

Next sit up a

little so that vour weight
1s  exactly  balanced
between pelvis and
pubic bone. sit taller,
think of getting taller in
your body. especially
your lower back. keep
vour seat in the saddle.
leave vour thighs open
and relaxed and gently
squeeze with vour lower
legs the wav vou'd
squeeze a tube of
toothpaste. You're now
asking the horse to raise
his spine to the top of
the thoracic sling and
trot. As soon as vou feel
the diagonal legs move
together vou can begin

posting the trot. if vou

know how. or stand in the stirrups. Don’t worry. the
horse will not get stuck in the trot. Simply relax vour
legs, settle into the natural balance walking scat and
the horse will immediately drop into a 4-beat gait.

HANDS AND HEAD

[f you're like most riders vou did do something
with vour hands. probably without realizing you were
doing it. The horse’s head follows vour hands. When
vour hands are high. the horse’s head will be high.
When vour hands are low the horse’s head will be low.
A high head pushes the spine down in the thoracic
sling. encouraging pace and rack. A low head makes it
casier for the horse to arch the spine within the
thoracic sling. encouraging the running walk. fox (rot
and trot.

Your hands adjusting the horse’s head position
puts the final nuances on what vour seat is telling the
horse to do. This works best on horses that have not
had their head set. Horses that have had their head set
have been taught to freeze their head, neck, and back
in one position. This usually results in a pacey gait.

LEARNING FROM THE HORSE

We can’t tell vou exactly which degree of
which seat position will produce each gait in your
horse. This is determined by the horse’s inherited gait
behavior - and every horse is different. You cannot
change the movement the horse has inherited. No
matter what the horse’s inherited gait behavior is,
arching the horse’s spine makes the movement more

diagonal while allowing the horse’s back to sag makes
the movement more lateral. The more gaits the horse
has inherited the more subtle and precise vour seat
position needs to be to keep the horse consistent in any
one gait. Very minor changes in vour position will
completely change the horse’s gait. Horses that inherit
fewer gaits tolerate greater variations in the rider’s
position and still maintain gait.

Directing the horse with vour seat is
something you have to learn by feel for vourself. Your
horse is vour best teacher. Have fun plaving with the
horse’s power control panel. You can’t ruin or hurt the
horse with this. Influencing the horse with your seat is
so gentle, so purely natural, so totally humane and so
perfectly horse logical it’s built into the horse. &

!ﬁ!ﬂ!ﬂ!ﬂ'!ﬁ!

MORE NEWS...

I received a new subscription from JANET
CLARK of JUNCTION CITY, OREGON. She says,
"My Rocky mare and I are gradually getting a
straighter, more even four beat gait with the help of
classical dressage principles. taught by my instructor,
Nikky Stincombe. She’s a friend of Diane Sept.”

CHARIS COOPER, TURNER VALLEY, AB
writes, “Enclosed is my renewal for the Walking
Horse News. Thanks for the reminder. The horses and
I have had a busy summer with parading, trail riding
and general work at home. My new horse, Trinkette.
and I attended a charity ride at the Bar U Historical
Ranch in August. and I've signed up for the STARS
Ride in September at John Scott’s Ranch out of
Longview. The photo is of us at the Bar U ride. I also
attended Spruce Meadows using both Deelayv’s Peppi
Two and DeelJay’s Fire And Lace. Happy Trails!™
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These folks were having

Double the Fun
with their Walkers!

Above: Karla Freeman, Bentley. writes.
“What do I do with myv Walkers? 1 picked up a
Financial BACKER at Spruce Meadows! A
photo of Pat and me doubling on Ken.”

ALy
BLSR LR

i

i

Left: From Sheldon Schroeder, Lone Rock. SK
“Here’s a picture of Dwayne & Lynne Molle's
daughter. Deana. with their granddaughter.
Hanna. out for a Sunday ride on an old reliable
Walker.

What could be better than going
riding with your son on a lovely autumn day?

Right: Brenda Baker. Calgary. writes. “Here I am
with our son Brandon after a fine fall nde. He is rid-
ing Holy Smokes (note the colour co-ordinated
sweater and horse!) and I am on Doubly Delightful .

Send your photos to
WHN, Box 7326, EDSON, AB T7E 1V5
or
whn(@telus.net

Y L e
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PLEASE - WEAR A HELMET

"Riding is a partnership.

The horse lends you his strength, speed
and grace, which are greater than yours.
For your part you give him your guidance,
intelligence and understanding,
which are greater than his.
Together you can achieve
a richness that alone neither can."

Below is a story of a friend's tragic weekend. I'm
sending it as a reminder as to how fragile life is and
how quickly it can be lost. We all take many things for
granted when working with our horses. Yes. a helmet
would have helped. but from what she described, the
people with the spooked horse should NEVER have
goton it in the rirst place. It's much safer to work with
a spooked horse on the ground!

Steve

No Helmet

Hello AL

[ am wrting this letter to cach of vou tonight.
Monday. November 03. 2008, after having witnessed a
horrible accident this past weekend. It happened in New
York on a weekend "get away" with family reunion and
a wedding we were attending. But the best thing was
that we were mecting with friends I've made over the
vears back where [ was raised as a kid. T couldn't wait.
We all met at Mendon Ponds to ride together. We never
got to ride. A series of calamities happened that forever
changed our lives and snuffed out the life of one of our
riders. She never got to go home to her son.

One of the horses had had a bad time in one of
the trailers. so a couple of the other horses were
spooked. One of the riders, Patty O'Neal got on her
horse to trv to settle it down and ride it down a bit
before we rode off She was not wearing a helmet.
Another horse. the one who'd had problems in the
trailer. bucked his rider off. In doing so the saddle
slipped. and the horse went flying around the parked
vehicles. close to a road and eventually, as the saddle
was still hanging under its belly. took off for parts
unknown. (Later he was caught and has some
lacerations. but otherwise survived). Patty did not.
Somehow. her head was smashed against a low limb on
a tree. The next thing we knew. she was lving on the
ground. What we thought was her breathing was
actually her blood pumping out of her body as her brain
was no longer functioning to tell the rest of the body to
shut down. We didn't know all that and of course did
everything we could. thinking she was still alive.

Why am [ sending vou this message? Because
those of us who were her friends and those who were
there, are still mourning this tragedy. Could it have been
avoided? We don't know. But what we do know is that a
helmet would at least have protected her head - and
multiple head injury was listed as the cause of death.

So. the next time vou think that wearing a helmet
1s not cool or for sissies - trv to stop being so selfish
about your beauty and think about what an accident like
this does to evervone else around vou. Thank God she
died. as there wasn't much brain left on her left side.
Does this sound gruesome? | hope so. because as I'm
writing this, I'm crying so hard I can't read what I'm
writing, Please. wear a helmet when vou ride. The image
of Patty lying on the ground with bits of her brain
splattered around in a pool of blood is am image that
will be with me for vears. Please, put on vour helmets.
Think of those who will find vou, those vou leave
behind. vour friends and relatives. Theyv care. Mavbe
vou are doing what you want to do, but there are those
of us left who need to go on with our lives who will be
left forever with a bloody, gruesome scene that will
never go away.

PLEASE - WEAR A HELMET.
Margie Smith, PA

Editor’s note: the above was sent to me by Dianne
Little who knows the first writer, Steve. who sent it on
to her. It's a very graphic reminder that horseback
riding can be a dangerous sport. Use yvour best

Jjudgment to decide if it’s safe to get on your horse,

and never let ego or the opinions of others stand in
the way. It can be a life or death decision.

AAEP WANTS END TO SORING

The American Association of Equine
Practitioners (AAEP) announced in August that it
wants an immediate end to the cruel practice of soring.
"As an organization with the primary mission of
protecting the health and welfare of the horse. the
AAEP is strongly opposed to soring," says AAEP
President Dr. Eleanor Green. "This wonderful breed
must be preserved and protected in a climate in which
its future is not challenged by the practice of soring.
The true measure of success will be that soring no
longer exists because the Tennessee Walking Horse
industry itself brought it to an abrupt end.”

The AAEP is calling for immediate institution
of drug testing at every competition and a re-
evaluation of judging standards at Tennessee Walking
Horse events, along with the establishment of a corps

of independent veterinarians to conduct horse
inspections and impose sanctions for violations.
- Toni McAllister
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; ﬂ.: Tom Noble & Lisa Lambert Q{_:’Q
i S) P.O. Box 109, Pmyw& AB. TOG ITO s |

Email: pride@pridesnoblewalkers.com b

AGOLDEN MASTREPIECE EDITION
~Tango is open to limited number of mares
~ Ebony Masterpiece Grandson!

t 'l - Final Edition and Sun'’s Delight D gr.grandson
~Cr/cr A/a, one cream and one agouti gene!
all this and the kid can move! anyone care

to dance?

DEAL WITH THE DEVIL
~ Diract by Gen's Armad & Dangerous

~ Dam is Me Geldie by Geld Gein
~ 2006 lllinios Park Plaasura CH.

~ 2006 Linceln County Fair Twe Gait GH. .."

~ 2006 Permyville Show Twe Gait CH.
~ A dispaosition like nona other
~ 2008 introductory stud fes 3500 discounts available

PRIDE'S UNDERTAKER

For those of you who are now kicking

your bums, dont worry, If you call early

enough you can get your

*Pride” babies but dont hesitate they

dont last long! 1

PBIDE S NOBLE WALKERS

K "W rec-gseauee I 3

Tennessee Walking Horse
Heritage (Breeders) Society
For Sale:

Rare Heritage bloodline Walking Horses
with style and class for show or trail

on the web
at:

.twhheritagesociety.com or

www.walking-horse.com/twhheritagesociety

V4 Generator’s Shadow
US Registered # 92132

Standing at stud until sold. Experienced on
mountain trails. Used in parades. Well
d, good tempered and very well
gaited. Performs flawlessly around other
horses and loves people. Shadow is a real
gentleman with mares and has always been
an excellent sitter for our colts and
geldings.

30 years of selective breeding offered for purchase
We have a good selection of Tennessee Walking

Horses available for purchase: 9 mares & 6 geldings.
All are US registered and blood typed. We are very
proud of our bloodline. If you love walkers, you will
want to come see ours. Because, we are not making
any more.

\i“h

Ml' & Mlh

L. Valentini & Sons

Phone: 780-727-3605

IB"ax. 780-727-3615 a %
ox 458, Entwistle, AB i

TOE 050 Canada w rﬂgl
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Fram The Freemans @ Ridéj Easy Ra-neh |

FOR SALE at McDONALD FARMS .

SHAKIN' SHADOWS
by Canadian Shaker out of Shadow's Magic Maid.
A good looking black gelding. he is 15.2 hh,
6 vears old. gentle, easy to catch and handle.

He 1s well started under saddle, has been hobbled.
and now just needs a partner to put in the miles with.
Canadian registered/DNA parentage verified.
Box 388, Pouce Coupe, B.C. VOC 2C0
Call Don or Jo-Anne 250-782-7962
E-mail mcdeieio@pris.ca

’hat a @wat Q'Eljustums Present!

KARLAS SUPER TROOPER
Nice moving, long 2 year old gelding.
I expect him to mature at around 15.2 hh.
Black. beautiful. and friendly.
Loose moving. Great ground manners.
He loads, leads. & holds up hooves for trimming.
$2200.00. open to offers.

To see more horses. go to our website
www.karlastennesseewalkers.com

Call Karla 403-748-2005

Ride Easy Ranch, Bentley, AB
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We are pleased to congratulate the
foals of 2008 by

Uphill Heir Trigger
GOLD Award P.F.E. stallion

BRINKS
(palomino colt from Cadillac Calais)
Bill & Sue Roy

ZEPHER

(bay colt from Sundown’s Shadow)
Diane McCannel

STAR (Below left.)
(black colt from The Legend’s Secret Juno)
Patricia Loewen

o

&

We are also proud to introduce

Walkien Jesse Skywalker (rignt).

This handsome dark chestnut with silver streaked tail [ ¥ Y

and mixed mane is a grandson of He’za Walker. Jesse Jr, has al- Courtesy Kara Freeman

ready achieved his Bronze Award
in the Program For Excellence. He is a proven sire
and will be standing at Bill & Sue Roy’s Woodhill Walkers near Armstrong, B.C. next spring.

g§ Merry Christmas and best wishes for 2009 ;5 g

g Charles & Marjorie Lacy, Edson, Alberta & .
% 780-723-2547 } :

>
ofooof coofoo o of of of e omp aF b a8 W' of o o of oW o & o of o & 4 o & & o ¥ g _N_&F N @
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saltw@wildroseinternet.ca Bill & Deloris Salt Box 52. Site 23,

Fax 403-934-9648 RR 2, Strathmore
Ph 403-934-3988 C lou dwa]ker AB, T1P 1K5
Stables

Everything for the Tennessee Walking Horse in One Stable
Breeding ¢ Training ¢ Heated Arena ¢ Sales ¢ Boarding ¢ Riding

STANDING AT STUD:

THE POWER IS ON

(The Gold Rush Is On x a Pride’s Generator mare)

POWER
has sired many
Canadian Futurity winners.

Copper body colour with a flaxen mane.

*;

u\‘» FEREEEE RN EE R 00 00 6000 00 0 10 15 60 65 10 0319 49 10 10 10 10 19 10 (8 10 40 49 49 49 69 65 £9 10 4% 40 10 fp*v
Y &
& 2
AT CLOUDWALKER STABLES
pos i

ol WE WisH ALL HORSE OWNERS, =
& 6«
Py BREEDERS, AND CARERS e
& _ | s o &
A VERY BIrrRY CHRISTMAS & i
™ (&
& ALL THE BEST FOR THE NEW YEAR! §
e \‘j‘g
° [fyou 're ever in our area, stop in for a visit. i
i We 'd like you to meet our stallions and promising young stock. o
| Before choosing your new Walker, come & see what

we have to offer. Cloudwalker offers the finest &
in breeding, training and boarding. &
The coffee is always on and we love to talk Walkers. &

WE WELCOME VISITORS, &
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JRJ Walkers

Jana & Roger Jacobsen, Cranbrook, B.C
(250)489-3267  jrjwalkers@telus.net

Standing at stud:

- ’ - -
April’s Artic Storm
True Black, 16 hh. 1997 Stallion. U S. & Canadian Registered.
IVe have solid colours plus different pinto patterns.
QUALITY STOCK, ALL AGES & LEVELS OF TRAINING,
AVAILABLE FOR SALE.

Marijorie & Don Fabro
Tel: 250-427-4233

FABRO’S
TENNESSEE WALKING HORSES

STANDING: AT STUD
ULTRA'S MAJOR THREAT

and

CREATE A MEMORY

Breeding - Selling
Pleasure & Show Horses

1732 Meadowbrook Settlement R, |
Kimberiey, BC VIA 3L1 §
www.tennesseewalkinghorseca |

NORTHFORK FARM

Ride with Comfort and Pride
on a Tennessee Walking Horse

R.R. #2 Jiit.'k & .\I:Ir'g:ln.‘t U{ﬁ & Mai"sha Tnnder
Bluffton, Alberta Gurnett Box 1209
TOC OMO (403) 843-6124 "

HoRrse BREEDERS & OWNERS
Red|Deer Alberta

Internationally recognized speakers on a wide range of topics of
interest to horse owners, breeders and professionals, including:

Linda Allen - Texas Hilary Clayton - Michigan Josh Nichol - Aiberta
Insights on Equitation Developing Strength & Yield vs Movement
Over Fences Hexibility in Horses

Robert Bowker - Michigan Pam Asheton - Abera Bill Collins - Alberta
Trimming for Hoof On the Trail in Alberta Conversation
Health & Activity with a Legend

Eva Sondergaard - Dennark
Temperament: Matching
Horses to the Job

Van Harding - caliomia
Therapeutic Solutions to
Unsoundness & Behavior

For more information or to register:

Russell, MB ROJ 1WOD

Tratl & Prospect Geldings |

Trolwing under PARELL]
NATURAL HORSEMANSHIP

Phone: (204)773-27"1
E-Mail: twhorse@escape ca
Webstte: http.//www.twhorse com  J§

i T =

CONFERENCE

Januaryl91[152009)

Plus...

+ Equine trade show of sponsor exhibits

» Friday evening Open Barn Welcome

« Saturday evening reception, Distinguished
Service Award presentation and live
entertainment with Jim Reader’s “Last
Best West Show”

Just $95 for the weekend!

Register by Dec 1 and
be entered to win one

Discounts for multiple

advance registrations

from the same farm! . § of our early bird prizes!

ey PN | BERTA
5 HORSES

Horse Indistry Association of Albata

Horse Industry Assodation of Alberta
(403) 948-8521
hboc@albertahorseindustry.ca

www.albertahorseindustry.ca
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Sell. | chra/z.

.. é\sa’zagéng. ..

SUBSCRIBERS' CLASSIFIED AD RATES: §10.00 30 words. 25 cents per word over 50. Ads are put on the website.
Min. charge is S10. Non-subscribers add 100 %. Send Classified Ads with payvment to Walking Horse News. Box 7326,
Edson. AB TTE LV3 [fvou require a receipt for vour ad please include a stamped. self-addressed envelope.

HORSES FOR SALE

In compliance with the
CANADIAN ANIMAL PEDIGREE ACT,
the buver of an animal that is represented as purebred
is entitled to a registration certificate,

ALL BLACK MARE. US Registered. 6 vears. very pretty.
15.2 hh. Well broke: has been trail ridden on the prairie & in
the mountains. Not spooky. very responsive to leg/rein aids.
Smooth ride English or western. Good for farrier. clips.
baths. Shots u.t.d. $2300 email cbwatson/@telusplanet.net
or 403-378-4323 DUCHESS. AB.

GO TO WWW.TRIANGLEB.COM to se¢ videos of good
moving TWH! Call us at (403) 931-3575 or email us at
dwbakera plaunum ca to meet our horses! CALGARY. AB
n/d 09

COLTS AND FILLIES BY BOLD VICTORY. whose
immediate pedigree boasts foundation horses like Roan Al-
len & Mermry Legs. plus fine early examples of the breed
such as Wilson’s Allen. Pride of Panola. Moon-Glow Jr. and
more. Also half Walkers from a palomino American Saddle-
bred mare. TOMAHAWK. AB. Call 780-339-2337

REGISTERED TWH GELDING - Beautiful. tall six-
vear-old dark chestnut with flaxen mane & tail. Broke. has
been used on trails. loads well, and is good with the farrier
and for clipping. Shots. including strangles. are all up to
date. “Flash® is a good moving Walker. fast and agile.
Should have an experienced rider. 1-780-339-3755 (near
DRAYTON VALLEY. AB).

LONG YEARLINGS by UPHILL HEIR TRIGGER -2
pretty fillies & a gelding. 2 Flax chestnuts, almost a perfect
match. and one dark chestnut. They are well grown. halter
trained. gentle and easy to get along with. For more info
contact Don or Jo-Anne. 2350-782-7962 POUCE COUPE.
B.C. E-mail mcdeieio@pris.ca or see a linked photo of the
gelding on www.walkinghorsenews.ca

I_

SUBSCRIBERS! Your 50 word ad could be here and on
the web for only $10 per issue or $54 for the whole year.
Where else can vou find a bargain like that? Mail to
Box 7326, Edson, AB T7E 1V5.

GREAT SELECTION OF REGISTERED WALKERS:
All ages. colours, sizes. & stages of training. Phone
evenings. or leave a message & ['ll call you. Shirley
Wesslen 403-885-5290 BLACKFALDS. AB

SIANNA is a flashy chestnut filly with flaxen mane/tail. A
gentle giant standing 16 hands high. she is nicely started
under saddle and just nceds miles. $2200.00. Photo on
www.walkinghorsenews.ca Rolanda. 403-843-4016 RIM-
BEY. AB

PRINCESS BLUE EYES is an eye catcher! This beautiful
cremello filly is white with blue eyes. She stands 15:3 and
has been started nicely under saddle. Her elegance and gen-
tle disposition truly make her a princess to be around.
$2200.00. Photo on www.walkinghorsenews.ca Rolanda.
403-843-4016. RIMBEY, AB

DOUBLE REG’D BROODMARES: F88’s Unchained
Melody 931398 (Shadow’s Brantley and Merry Boy breed-
ing) and Shogun's Kinjite 920106 (Black Beauty & Blue
Namron breeding). U.S. & Canadian registered, DNA com-
pleted. Melody is approx. 15:2 hh. black. turning brown in
summer: Kinjie is approx. 16 hh. a true black. $1000.00
cach plus GST. (403) 526-9177 (message) or (403) 502-
9470 evenings. MEDICINE HAT. AB

MATURE REG'D TWH - 4 years and up. from well
trained for saddle to halter broke. Gentle. friendly horses.
with current shots. deworming. & hoof trimming. Includes
very gentle black stallion. older broke mares, geldings &
fillies. Keith Doll. DOUGLAS. MB. 204-725-3740. Check
partial listing on www.walkinghorsenews.ca.

TACK FOR SALE

SADDLES - Icelandic cutback. like new. $800.00. New
condition 16”7 endurance cutback. complete. Very comfort-
able. $800.00. New 16 inch hinged cutback endurance sad-
dle. adjustable. complete. $800.00. CAWSTON. B.C. 250-
499-5861

NEW! Put a 50 word classified ad in the magazine AND
a linked photo on the web for $25. To keep it up and

running - $15 per (consecutive) issue. Mail to Box 7326,
Edson, AB T7E 1V3. (A picture is worth a 1000 words!)
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* 2009 COVER ADS CLUBS & ASSOCIATIONS

SPACE STILL FOR SALE! EASY RIDERS - new website is www.awha-casyriders.com

PRIME ADVERTISING SPACE WILD ROSE CLUB - EDMONTON AREA (AWHA ) Robert
for subscribers of Lorrie Black at (780) 929-2151 E-mail walkersli@airsurter.ca
WALKING HORSE NEWS, VOL. XXXIII
e . REGISTRY
We again offer colour at very reasonable rates,
provided that all colour pages are sold. CANADIAN REGISTRY OF THE TENNESSEE
JANUARY to DECEMBER: WALKING HORSE  Web site; www.crtwh.ca
6 ISSUES / 1 FULL YEAR President M. Lﬂi.‘_\' 1-780-723-2547 or presidcl“-'f..’cﬂ\\'ll.cil
SAME UNCHANGED AD in COLOUR
Full page - $1250.00 PUBLICATIONS
Half page - $650.00
Quarter page - $360.00 THE EQUINE TRADER - Alberta’s Leading Equine

Classifieds Publication. RR1. Site 4. Box 10. MILLARVILLE. AR
TOL 1K0O Phone (403) 931-3380, Toll Free 1-877-878-3337 Fax
(403)931-3395 salesi@equine-trader.com www.equine-trader.com

RESERVE YOUR SPACE IMMEDIATELY! | | THE WALKING HORSE JOURNAL - 6 issues per vear. S20

Cover Ads include a year on our website
www.walkinghorsenews.ca [regular cost $110].

First Come, First Served. per vear US. §30 foreign. Also BIOGRAPHY OF THE TENNES-
} A . o s SEE WALKING HORSE. the history of the breed. authorized
FULLPAGE___ /HALFPAGE___ /QUARTER PAGE revised edition. 928-367-2076 P. O. Box 177, Lakeside.

. G . 85929-0177, www fourcraftsmen.com info@tourcrattsmen.com
My cheque for 100%s of the cost 1s enclosed =

PLEASE RESERVE 2009 COVER SPA&E FOR_: COMING EVENTS

NAME e e e
HORSE BREEDERS AND OWNERS CONFERENCE -

ADDRESS -1 |Jan. 9 - 11. 2009 at Red Deer. AB. See ad page 26 or phone
(403) 948-8521 or www.albertahorscindustry.ca

TOWN Secessasssnna s icapeni g, PROVINCE-----=-=-==

POSTAL CODE e DEA DL’ N E

EMAIL ADDRESS

forthe NEXT ISSUE is

N A perfect Christmas gift!
ci*"‘f,?:& FOSH’S COLLECTION OF TWH January 7109

TRAINING ARTICLES Mail ADS to

A Compilation Of 23 Articles With Tips, Exercises And WHN,

Natural Horsemanship Philosophies

Tailored To Aid Your Gaited Horse's Progress Box 7326, EDSON, AB T7E 1V5
Some of the best articles written on training Ten- with cheque or money order made out to
nessee Walkers using common sense. good horsemanship. Walkin g Horse News

and empathy with the horse. It includes Getting Started.
Getting to the Running Walk. Refining and Improving Your || 70 arrive by posted deadline date, please.
Walking Horse. and Learning More. -_

Anita Howe. Diane Sept & Nancy Sparks are the
authors of the 23 articles in this 61 page coil-bound book.

Available for $20 (US) including shipping from
www.fosh.info OR phone 1-800-651-7993

or from Friends Of Sound Horses. Inc.,
6614 Clayton Rd. #1035, St. Louis. MO 63117.
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WESTRIDGE FARMS

b S i

CAROL HALL, TRAINER

Clinics & Horsemanship Seminars,
Personalised riding instruction, Training horses

403-255-1315

e-mail carolhall@shaw.ca

YEAR ROUND RIDING ARENA
OUTDOOR TRAINING RING

BOX 56, SITE 2, RR 8,
CALGARY, AB T2J 2T9
BARN OFFICE 403-931-3160

Woodhill Walkers...

Specializing in training
the gaited horse - and its rider - naturally!

s 1 ¥ |

Telephone 250~-838-2066

Bill Roy

Box 199, Grindrod, B.C. VOE 1Yo
New email adoress! woodhill@telus.net

DOLL’S

TENNESSEE WALKING HORSES

Gentle using horses for the whole family!

I have for sale a great selection of excellent horses of all ages.
These are registered, well-cared-for Walkers, handled & worked
with according to their ages, from halter trained to well broke.

For details or a sales list call Keith at
1- 204 - 725 - 3740
OR CELL #204-724-6471
BOX 315, DOUGLAS, MB ROK ORO

Bob Showers Kennel & Stable
Bird Dogs and Tennessee Walking Horses

Sales and Training in Ontario
Pleasure horses that can do the job

3 * Horses Started
Naturally

* Gaits
Developed

* Trail
Experience

Call us!
Home

519-443-4335

: Cell
. 519-755-6335

& S 519-443-4346

RR 3, VANESSA, ON NOE 1V0 just north of Lake Erie
www.bobshowerskennelandstable.com




LAURINDALE STABLES

Bringing The Best To Canada

Proudly standing

GENUINE SILVER DOLLAR

NE_ T ""r‘l -

2007 - Si""; ?
. Generator
LR Silver
Regional Dollar
Futurity
High Point .
Stallion Sm!day
Triple
Delite

=g d

Genuine Silver Dollar is proving himself a sire of champions. His first offspring under saddle,
“Genuine First Edition”, burned up the show ring in Canada in this, his first year under saddle.
His get walk and shake with timing and purpose. They display a trainability that is truly amazing.
Best of all, they are fun to ride!

FE ey

Genuine Regal Reflection Genuine First Edition
Reserve Champion Weanling Filly Futurity Champion 2-Gait
Winner Get of Sire Winner Get of Sire

Laurindale Stables is your one-stop stable for breeding, boarding, training, sales and lessons. We feature a
heated indoor barn & arena. Stud fee is $600.00. Multiple mare discounts & early booking incentives available.

Please visit our website at www.laurindalestables.ca. Email:laurindale@xplornet.com or call 780-515-0216.
We are located 10 minutes north of Drayton Valley, Alberta on Hwy 22.




